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8ATURDAY EVENING, DECEMBER 28.

One of the worst misfortunes of the country
7 in this, the day of its misfortunea, is the uncertaintywhich.- exists in relation to the

legislation of Congress with regard to importantmeasures. To the great and acknowledgedwant of statesmanship on the part
of legislators, is added the contrariety ot views
of, and the multitude of plans concocted by,
mere 'tyros, smatterers, and incompetent per
sons, all striving to be leaders, and almost all
as ignorant as they are pretentious. Under
such guidance it cannot be expected that the
public can have aoy reliance upon the future.
What it is thought will be done one week, may,
by some sudden political change, or some suddenparty movement, be directed io an entirely
different manner the next. The dominant
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party have one singlo, settled determination ;
that is, to cause the Southern States to be reconstructedso as to secure, if possible Radical
ascendency by means of "colored suffrage
but beyond this, and outside of thjs, they have
do settled political principles, connected with
the foreign relations, the fiuances, the revenue,
the debt, the tariff, and the general interests of
tho country. A9 for constitutional principles,
in the conduct of affairs, so far as tli-y are affectedby Congressional action, they, be-
Iieve, nave ceased to claim merit lor entertainingany, and certainly rarely, if ever, pretend
even to act upon them. They now ask, if we

pass this, will it benefit the 'party ? None of
them -with but few and rare exceptions.ever
stop to inquire, is it just.is it constitutional?
In the last six or seven years they have run

tl^eir ploughs shares through and over the
Constitution with as much indifference as

ever a farmer ruos his over a stuoble field..
It cannot, then, be otherwise than that distrust,anxiety, and uncertainty should exist,
and that the agricultural, commercial, manufacturing,mining, and mechanical interests of
the country, are all at a stand-still, not knowingwhat is to come next, or what may be
looked for, or counted upon. The natural resultfollows inevitably.and is felt in every
branch of business, and through every ramification,of ti*ade. Who knew, but a few weeks

ago, wMt was tiheir intention with regard to

tlft. impeachment of the President.and what
Rouble and coavulsion they might not have
thrown, the country into, by ^ persistence in
that mad and mischievous scheme ? They soe

the country burdened with debt, they see

public affairs in a ruinous condition, they have
ten States kept out of the Union to undergo
the process of Africanization.and finally, they
now hear the wail of millions of people rising
©"heaven, and soon to be heard with cries of,
hame.shame-all over Europe.and no man

can say or can imagine what they will do 1 It
is all uncertainty and davfaness.literally'. Unhappy

country, to be placed, at such a time,
under such auspices! Unfortunate country,
to have a legislative majority ia which there are

no patriot statesmen to tower above the heads
of the herd of common politicians and demagogues,and lead their followers to acts which
would acknowledge the supremacy of the Constitution,restore the Union of all the States,
place the military in subjection to fche civil authority,provide equitably for the great intetests
of the government, and promote the general
welfare, and future peacsand prosperity of all
sections of the land !

The Northern people will find, at last, that
in impoverishing the South, they have made a

practical application of Esop's fable, and
^killed the goose that laid the golden eggs.".
They have destroyed the cultivation of cotton,
broken up the manufacture of sugar, transferredthe carrying trade to England* and deprivedthemselves of the best marks* and the
best customers they had in the wi^ld ! They
begin to find the effects iu their zsaaimfacturing
establishments, in their commercial houses, in
every department of theis business. Every
blow they now strike at the South is seen and
felt also at the North ! It has come to bo a

legislative war thoy sae waging against their
own interests, a& well as against our peace and
prosperity.
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We bsivefull accounts of the burning and
loss oi the steamer Raleigh, on Friday last, off
the coast of South Carolina, a notice of which
was published in yesterday's G azefcte. She left
New York, for New Orleans, last Saturday,
with a crew of thirty-nine, aud twenty passengers,and was proceeding pleasantly on her
voyage when the fire broke out near the boilers.More than thirty of the crew and pas.'en
gers were saved by taking to the boats, and it
is hoped that more will be saved, The scenes

on board the steamer were heart-rending.
& > 4

The Washington correspondent of the New
York Herald Bays that a duel is en the tapis
between a Major General and an ex-Captain of
the Army of the Potomac, caused by a difficultywhich occurred at the theatre a few nights
ago, where the Major General would not let
the ex-Captain pass him to go to another seat.

"A Defence of Virginia, (and through her,
of the South,) in recent and pending contests

against the sectional party," by Prof. Robert
It. Dabney, D.D./of Virginia, has been publishedby E. J. Hale & Son, New York, in a

handsome volume. We have read it, as every

Southern man will read it, with much interest,
mriinnt. Apreeincr with all that the writer
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says, with increased respect for his abilities,
and with admiration for bis able defence of our

glorious old State. The work is received and
if lot tile at the bookstore of Mr. George E.
French, Kiog street.

Mr. Dickens will give his next readings in
Philadelphia*
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"To show the very age and body of the Times" E

<: Gen. Hancock has telegraphed for authority *

to place the starving negroes in Louisiana at a

work upon the levees generally, and to issue to e

them rations. Accounts from parishes in the f
interior of Louisiana state that negro depreda- r
tions continue in an alarming manner. A large }
military force_ will be needed, it is added, to

prevent a rising of the loyal leaguers. The ?
military forces have quietly disbanded large as- l

semblages^ of armed negroes at Jackson and 3
East Eeliciana. * 5 t
The distillery of Boyle, Miller & Co , in

Cincinnati, was entirely destroyed by fire £

yesterday.' The building contained a large (
amount of whiskey. The I039 on the building,' i

still, machiriety, and stock is $575,000; insured
for $288,000 in New York, Cincinnati, St. (

Louis, New Orleans, Liverpool, and London f
« i - .-i /\i

in a supply, maoy planters, wno were jursee- ]
ing, provided a year's supply for their lamilies,
but tbe starving negroes have very generally
pillaged their smoke-houses and granaries, and
stripped them clean His estimate ol the num-

ber of persons (compiled from statistics collec-
ted by the Executives of tbe States and others)
who will starve, unless Congress provides some
relief, is three millions, two thirds of whom are

negroes. This estimate embraces Louisiana,
Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, and the Carolinas.He has 110 estimate of the other unreconstructedStates. Unless prompt action is
taken to provide for the starving treed men and
white?, the pillaging of the whites will become

' 1 . . .?11 J _ LI J
general, tne latier win resist, auu a uiuuuy cuuflictwi 1 be the result. Planters are generally
alarmed, and would leave the country could
they raise the means to remove their families.
Hundreds are offering their homes for a mere

song, but can find no purchasers. Plantations
that before the war commanded as high as fifty
dollars per acre can be purchased for five dollarsper acre, so general is the terror that reigns,
and the desire of the owners to save their familiesfrom the outrages that are threatened by
the negroes, unless aid comes from the Governmentor the people of the North..J\r. Y. Iler.

Railroad over the Alps..Mr. Bayard
Taylor has given the New York Tribune au accountof his trip, in the latter part of September,

over the first railroad which crosses the
Alpine chain, and which has been now completedaod opened to the public between four
and five months. The pass of the Semmering,
copied after the passage of the Alleganies on

the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, has been
much celebrated as a feat of engineering in
Europe, but the Semmering was an elevation
of only about 3,000 feet, while few of the passesof the Alps are* less than 6,000. The
Breuner Pass, which is the first of the Alpine
passes mounted by a locomotive, is the lowest
of them all, the summit being 4,770 feet above
the sea level. Mr. Taylor gives a graphic
account of the great natural obstacles overcomeby the road, which corresponds with
the details we have already published concerningit. From Innsbruch the distance to
the summit is twenty-one miles by railway..
Innsbruch is 2,000 feet above the sea, so that
the elevation between the two points is 2,770
feet, or an average of 131 feet to the mile. The
road across the Sierra Nevada has already
reached a point 1,300 feet higher than the
Breuner pass, but without any such extreme
grades being required. Mr. Taylor writes that
all the communication between Germany and
Italy seems crowding on the Breuner pass,and
instead of one coach, with a dozen passengers,
which was the last stage arrival at Innsbruch
before the completion of the railroad, there
were, six weeks afterwards, two trains a day,
with two hundred passengers, and every day
trains are delayed by the rush of travellers.

companies. The tire extended to tne unto (
Machine Works. The loss on the building

Iand machinery is $10,000.
Advices from the city of Mexico on Tuesday, .

the 17th inst., have been received. The in- 1

auguration of President Juarez took place on

the previous Sunday. The Mexican Congress ]
will remain in session three months. An op- ]
portunity is now afforded the United States to \
conclude a commercial treaty with Mexico..
Foreigners are narrowly watching the slightest
movement in that direction.
Two serious breaks have occurred ia the ;

levee, near New Orleans,one below Plaquemine,
and the other below Bayou Manchac, threaten-

ingto overthrow the lands and submerge the <

country to Lake Ponchartrain and Jackson |
railroad. A large force of men has been
placed upon the latter break, to repair damagesand prevent a further destruction ol proper-

1

ty*
Abraham Abrahams, a pawnbroker of St.

Louis, recently sent to the penitentiary for two

years, for buying stolen property knowing it to
have been stolen, has been pardoned by Gov.
Fletcher. Abrahams was quite wealthy, and
it is reported that raonejr was fieely used in
procuring his pardon.

Christmas Day passed off unprecedeutedly
quiet in New Orleans. There was but little
merriment displayed anywhere in the city duringthe day, in consequence of the mourning,
want, desolation, and distress which appear on

every side.
The Louisiana State Convention is drawing

to a close. Bills have been passed to raise
money tor the State by laying a tax of one

mill per cent, on real ancLpersonal property..
Resistance to their enforcement has oeen threatened.
The large furniture manufactory of A. G.

LeLaporte & Co., in South Boston, was destroyedby fire last night- Loss about $50,000.
Insured for $8,000.

Carver, Wenover & Co., wholesale grocers,
of St. Louis, failed on Thursday last. The liabilitiesamount to halt a million of dollars.
The leccivine teller of the Shawmut Bank,

Boston, is missing, and is reported to be a de
faulter to the amount of $50,000.
There are said to be twelve hundred vessels

laid up fur the winter at Chicago.

The Reigu. oi* Terror in the South.
One of your travelling correspondents, who

has just made an extensive tour of Louisiana,
Georgia, Mississippi, Alabama, North Carolina,and South Carolina, represents the conditionof the freedmen as heart-rendering in the
extreme. In ail the cotton districts of those
States the great mass of the freedmen are not

only on the point of starvation, but possess
scare ly a sufficiency of clothing to cover their
nakedoess. At most of the railwav stations
many colored children collect, on the arrival
of the trains, and enter into competition with
the famished swine and dogs lor the possession
of the bones thrown by passengers from the
trains, while scores of lazzy negroes collect
about the depots as spectators. In the corn

growing districts the prospects of a famine are
not so near, and whites and blacks are on

friendly terms. He declares that the negroes
are much more destitufe than under the old
slave regime. In many counties of these States
the forests are filled with armed negroes, who
hunt game in day time, and make raids upon ,

planters' stock at night. The reign of
terror is general in upper Louisiana, lower i

Mississippi, and the cotton districts of Georgia i
and the Carolinas. The destitution, however,
is not confined to the blacks. Thousands of
the white population have not a month's provisionsahead, and no money with which to lay l
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VIRGINIA NEWS.
At Culpeper,on Monday last (court day,) on

notion of James Barbour, Daniel F. Slaugh- e

er was called to the chair, and John W. Bell b
ippointed secretary. With a short but spirit- p
id address from the chair, and some remarks g
rone Mr. Barbour and Major Bell, Major Field
noved that J. W. Green, J. Barbour and J. J,
iV. Bell be appointed a committee to report
luitable persons for Conservative county super- [
ntendent and different district committees.
Dr. Lewis was made superintendent, and dis- 1

;riofc committees was appointed.
Mr. Pat. Mathews, of Lynchburg, invited

ill the oldest inhabitants, embracing all those j
>ver seventy-five years of age, to dine with £

rim on Christinas day at his residence. The *

jompany did not number more tbati seven or

fight, counting every old gentleman of the re- i
puisite age within the corporation bounds and '

n all the suburbs. 1

On the 18th inst., Mrs. Bettie Barger, living ,
n Rockbridge county, whilst laboring under an

aberration of mind, caused by avery protracted, <

precarious condition of health, shot herself by '

placing the muzzle of the gun to the lower portionof the temporal bone, carrying off the ,

3ntire cranium, and causing instantdeath.
Gen. Schofield, at the request of Governor

Pierpoint, has issued an order removing the
Board of Directors of the Eastern Lunatic
A.syluoi, for alleged violation of the State law in
disbursements of money, and has appointed a

" <*- .1. J. i
board 01 army omcers in meir stuuu.

We have accounts of an attempted outrage
upon a white lady, near Harrisonburg, by a

black man ; and of the outrage and murder of
a white woman, near Woodville, in Rappahannockcounty, by a black man.

An officer of the Freedmen's Bureau has
ordered the discontinuance oftho"Loil League"
meetings in Halifax county, held at night,
with "armed sentinels" posted around.
Some of the students at the University, behavedbadly in Charlottesville, on Christmas,

and were put in jail. Two were expelled from
the University.
English and Sootch immigrants contiuue to

be brought into the State under the auspioes
of the Virginia Immigration Society.

Sibert's iron and steel patent is pronounced
to be a success in every way.

The Whiskey Ring..The following is a

portion of the evidence taken in the course of
an investigation in New Orleans:
New Orleans, November 14..John W.

Elder, being duly sworn, stated as follows:
That I am a member of what is called the

"Whiskey Ring," that the amount required to
be paid (to wit, $1,000) ou entering this asso-
eiation was paid by my partner, Mr. Peale, to
Mr. Irwin, Deputy Collector of the First Dis- 1

trict of Louisiana, in the month of July, 1867, J
that, after said $1,000 was paid, I was further
required to pay $1,000 monthly thereafter,
with the privilege of running my distillery upon
the further condition of my turning over one ;
barrel out of every fifteen to he placed in bond, j

I further state that Mr. Cornell, Assistant (
Assessor of my division, was to have $300 per
month' in addition to the amount paid by me \
monthly to the "Whiskey Ring." Mr. Cor- ,

nell further stated to me that $300 was the \
least amount that any distiller in his division (

puid him, and he told me that Mr. Lussee a .

distiller at No. 88 Commerce street, paid him f
8150 a month when he was not running. He |
told me that Mr. Crooks paid bim $300 a month ,
I refused to nay the amount, to wit, $300, }
claimed by Mr. Cornell, whereupon he afterwardsinformed me that I could not ran the ,

still without paying the tax on every gallon |
manufactured by me, stiting that if I could not |
pay him I should pay the Government; that .

my distillery was the only one that had ever J
beat him. I further stale that I had to pay (
Mr. Bowland, United States Inspector, one j
dollar for every barrel branded by him, which ,

amount was paid by my clerk, Mr. Colton, to (
Mr. Bowland. ,

And I farther state tbat this is the plan of ,
working all the distilleries in this district that (
pay their $1,000 into the "Whiskey Ring;"
that I conversed with a great many ot them, jand they all state that this is the plan upon ,

which they work, never paying any tax to the ,

Government on whiskey manufactured by 1
them.
Ten? "Rut? a ncrm-prcc Tfiinir .SiirmUflnpnnslv
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by mail from New Zealand and California we

have intelligence relative to the cultivation of ,

cereals and export of breadstuff* in and from (
the colonial possessions of Great Britain and ]
aur own States on the Pacific, which indicates (

very plainly that the current course of the trade ]
in the great food staole is being silently changed, ]
revolutionized, in a manner which will affect
the agricultural interests of our Western and j
Southwestern States, and the supply of gold
to the world. ]
Shipments of wheat have been made from

New Zealand to England, aud the return advicesfrom Liverpool to the colony show that (
the home market, notwithstanding its distance,
may be relied on for a profitable disposal of the ,

grain.a fact which brought much hope and
renewed energy to the farming classes. The ]
adaptability of the soil of the New Zealand ,

coast to the production of grain crops is like ly
to relieve the older colonies of Victoria and
New South Wale3 from their partial dependencyon California wheat, and in this manner
reduce the flour export trade of San Francisco
in that direction, and increase the home sup- ]

ply in the Golden State.
Official statistics of agriculture in California (

prove that the inhabitants of that State are

turning their attention more and more from
gold mining operations to the cultivation of the
soil, and that the general supply of breadstuffs ]
direct from the soil will be thus vastly increased
while the demand for Northern flour.except
of the very finest brands.is likely to be correspondinglydiminished..N. Y. Herald.

General Distress in the South..A cor-

respondent of the New York Times, writing
from New Orleans about the financial and
threatened general bankruptcy of the South,
says:
"The past few years have been full of misfortuneand disappointed hopes, until now the

present question is one of bare subsistence, of
bread and butter; but the worst has not come. <

The South has not yet touched bottom. The
factors have made advances on the strength of
prospective crops, but for two or three years,
especially the last, the harvests have been
meagre and the merchants will get small or no
returns. If affairs go on as they are for ninety
days longer there must be many failures. It
is quite impossible to make collections. The
money is not to be had. I heard one merchant
say that of $19,000 due him by different par- ]
ties, chiefly planters, he could realize almost i
nothing. He had closed bis business and was <

trying just to gain a bare support for his family
until the return of better days. Meanwhile
plantations are beiog sold at great sacrifices to
pay taxes or mortgages. One estate in Mis-

> > l:j .a
sissippi, or ljDUU acres, was laieiy uiu ou uu <

$1 50 an acre ; another aft $2 50 an acre; and i

one in Alabama, upon which the improvements
were worth $10,000, went for $1,300. Many l

Southern men concede that society is being
broken up irom its loundations, and that a new 1

order of things is inevitable." i
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Foreign Xcws.
Detailed accounts of the success of Mr. Dick- ,

ns's readings in Boston and New iTork have
een received by ui ii. The London Times
raises the Americans ;or tit- ir magnanimity in
iving Mr. Dickens such Inaity ice p ions.
The Paris Moniteur has an official notice that

he coupons of the Italian bonds will i c paid,
'he Pope has enjoined the Rothschilds against
laying the coupons on (ho Italian bonds in
^aris.
By a re arrangement of the Aus'ri.-.n Labi

let, Raron Von Binst ceases to be President
if' the Ministerial Council, bur r< tiins the post
)f Minister of Foreign Affairs.
A dispatch from India announce the de)arturefrom Bombay ol Gen. Napier lor Maslowah,to take immediate cuuiinand of the

roopsof the British expedition advancing into
Abyssinia.
It is said that Metuibrca has declared his

mention to dissolve the Italian Parliament,
30w in session, on the 15th proximo, and make
in appeal to the count>y, should .-.n >ther vote
anlavorable to the ministry he adopted before
that time.

It is repot ted that thn Sublime Porte has
offered to the Cretans an "-luton uious" government,and has named Prince < hristiati as

its head.
A general council of the Z rlverein, in whi.;b

all the States of North Germany are to be
represented for the fir>t time sit.ee the late
war, will le held in Berlin in March, 1803.
Prussia has commenced withdrawing her

troops from all the ports of Saxouia, except
the fortress Konigsteiu.

Tiie Natural Result..The following noticeof Gen. Sprague's speech in the Senate
last week, pictures the natural results of the
malicious motives and anions of the Radical
leaders. The National Intelligencer says :

"Mr. Spraguo, of Rhode Island, rarely intrudeshimself upon the Senate but his remarks
of Friday last on the repeal of the cotton tax
wore more weighty and worthy of consideration
than nine tenths of the platitudes which the
dominant party of that body prefer to inflict
upon the country. Ho invoked attention to the
prostrate condition of American industry, and
more especially to thu great staple, cotton, now

being destroyed by the unwise legislation of
Congross. Mr, Sj.rague is, us all know, a large
manufacturer, and he is also a largo cotton

planter. He ought, therefore, to be roaster of
nis subject. A statement from him, that the
British manufacturers were now able, by their
skilled labor and machinery, to produce from
the short, dry, and once despised staple of Indiacotton, a product equal to that obtained bv
us from the American stHple, must have been
startling to hearers unwilling to learn anyother
lesion than that of un insensate hate. Mr. Spr*guetold them that he feared they had lost this
great interest forever, that the c.mlrol of the
question had passed uom ihe;r hands. He
even feared the com, ulrimi of India cotton in
American market- As tor 3eu Island cotton,
he believed that in two years it would only be
produced as a rare p ant in s one gentleman's
garden. At this d v Egyptian cotton was used
in seven eighths of the articles in which 3ou Islandcotton was fut meHy employed. The plantationsof the Bouth were not worth one twentiethpart of what th.-y were before the war..

After these statements, Mr. Hprague might well
assert, that while England conquered territory
lor tho purpose of producing cotton the dominantparty had conquered territory merely to
ieslroy it."

A New Chicago Sensation1..For four
pears past a party of Spiritualists in Chicago
have been diligently boring a hole in the earth,
3o the western ed=:e i f the uiiy. in quest < f oil.
A. "medium," led by an invisible spirit, promisedthat by the exercise of much faith and a

small augur ihe well would spout oil; bui the
more the deluded borers bored, the b-ss signs
)f oil they saw. A depth of seven hundred
ind ninety feet w;h reached.and there was a

eredigious aite.sia . w_*ll, with plenty of wan r.

jut no oil. A lew day ago, however, a he
lornenon actually occurred The (liiieaao Tri3unetells the story :
"It seems that, not .-atisfie 1 with tin ir previousexperiments, an! the rch flow which has

ollowcd their expnruiionj, they have h en

ooring still deeper. All concerned were startle i
i day or two since at finding one of their holes
monopolized by a gaseous emanation as piente
3us as the water which was expected to flow
tohi it; and noxious enough to threaten r«>

poison the atmosphere for mhos around, it is
ieseribed by those who have seen it as a dense
^as, which burns red, with a slight blue tinge,
lot at all flickering, and with a full carbonacc....." *

JU3 UlU&O.

As this blaze cannot be put out, the Tribune
proposes to utilize the minia'uro volcano, by
placing around it a set ol reflectors, lor the
purpose of illuminating the city troin the directionof the setting sun.

A Sad Change in Fortune. .A day or two
mice an old gentleman, Mr. Alanson Palmer,
aow in his dotage, but at one time one of the
wealthiest men in Buffalo, who u-»ed to drive
through its streets with his coach and four
horses, and who dispensed charily with a liberalhand, entertained his friends with prineilyhospitality, and was envied by many, was

before the Police Court, poor, thinly clad and
emaciated in person, charged with petit larceny
in stealing a shirt from a young man. The
Judge, not considering the circumstances underwhich Palmer got possession of the shirt
iould be legally construed into a larceny, and
mnsidering the meutal and bodily condition of
the old man, dismissed the case. O.i Wednesdaylast this aged man, with not one of those
who in his days of prosperity partook of his
hospitality, or were fed by his bounty, to pity
his condition or minisister to his sufferings,
was sent to the poor house as a vagrant for
four months.

Washington Items..John Tongman, who
was shot through the body on Christmas eveningby an unknown colored man, while walking
along L street, near Conncct'cut avenue, becausebe accidentally ran against a woman in
company with the man, is not dead, as previouslyreported, but was living at noon yesterday.The wound, it is feared, may prove fatal.
This case excites much comment in the sectionwhere it took place.
In the Georgetown board of'common council

on Thursday the question of' a union of the
cities of Washington and Georgetown was discussedand a resolution to agitate the subject
before Congress was ordered to be printed..
There seems to be a growing disposition to consolidatethe whole District under one government,and a very great effort to that end will
be made when Congress re-assemble*.
Some time ago, we mentioned an alleged de ficitin the accounts ot Mayor Welch, of Georgetown,during his term as Tax Collcu or of that

city. It is now stated that the matter has
been referred to the Recorder, with power to
settle it upon the terrus prnpos d by Mr.
Welch, which are understood to be as follows:
That Mayor Welch will pay the interest on the
amount of his deficit, and turn over to the
Corporation bis life insurance policies, wane
he will keep the premium on the same paid up
monthlv.
The National Democratic Ptesident Committeehave determined to celebrate the approaching8th of January, the fifty rbiid anniversary

of the battle of New Orleans, by a public dinnerin this city.
At a meeting of the National Monument Associationheld lately, it was resolved that the

national banks of the country should be re

guested to aid in completing the structure by
subscribing one tenth of one per ct. of their
capital stock, payable one-fourth cash, and the
remainder in one, two and three year.-. A. circularto cjrrv out the viewd of the association
was prepared, and will be seat to all the nationalbanks.

[SEE." ~

Some of the Northern papers themselves
contrast the happy Christmas times tie colored
people io the South formerly had, with the f
sombre reality which is upon them in these j
Christmas days. The sensible colored people
feel it and know it better than their pretended (

"peculiar" friends can tell them !
^

It. is said, in the newspapers, that "a colored (

delegate" lately applied lor an interview with
Gen. Grant, to "talk politics," and that the
"talk" was declined ! i

Advices bom Texas state that Indian depre
dations continue on the frontier, notwithstandGen.McCook'a disposition of troops.

DIED. 1
Of) the 5th oi' December, at the residence of

her son, Win. Or. Wilson, in Missouri, Mrs.
AN NA WILSON, formerl}'of Loudoun co.,
aged 09 years and 10 months.
December 12th, Mrs. MARY A. SETTLE, at

Piedmont, Fauquier county, Va., aged about
50 years ; she was sick but three days, and her
death was suddon and unexpected to all.

TVTOW IS THE TIME TO SUBSCRIBE TO
l\ ANY OF THE FOREIGN OK AMER-.
ICAN MAGAZINES, REVIEWS, PEKIODICA LS, DAILY 0K WEEKLY PAP E RS..
Subscriptions received at FRENCIPS BOOK
AND PERIODICAL DEPOT, 95, Kino st.
Wo have constantly on hand and for sale the
following English Periodicals : London Society,
St. Paul's, People's Magazine, Broadway, SundayMagazine> Good Words, Bolgravia, CornhillMagazine, Templo Bar, Blackwood, London,Edinburgh, North Briti h and WestminsterQuarterly Reviews, London Illustrated
New?. Of the American monthlies, our list
comprises almost every one published The
leading Magazines are: Le Be Ton, Godey's
Lady's Book-, Leslie's Magazine, Peterson's,
Demorost's Monthly,Land we Love,Old Guard,
Harper's Magazine. Atlantic Monthly, Lippincott'sMagazine, Putnam's Monthly, Eclectic
Magazine, Ballou's Magazine, Pleasant Hours,
Galaxy, For tho Little. Folks, Y'oung America,
Riverside Magazine, and Our Young Folks .
All the Comic Monthlies ori hand and for sale.
The list of weekly and daily papers embraces
all tho leading papers of the country. Tho AtlanticAlmanac for 1808. with beautifully coloredplates, 50c. Just received, another lot of
those fine Morocco Satchels and Travelling
Bags. Just to hand, a hundred gross of the
best English, French and American Peris. Receivedto-day, another tine assortment of
French Nolo Paper and Envelopes to matchnewstyles.tho linest paper and onvelopes in
tho market. Daily receiving something new.

dec_28 GEORGE E. FRENCH.

PUBLIC SALE OF
rr r.n» vr TT \ T TT A I> T XT T A V TO

a V i2iJ.\ I V /i-J-J U /V u ju lit un.n jj.

By virtue of a decree of the County Court of
Fairfax county, rendered in the consolidated
causes of E. K. Ford and others against Aaron
Sutton, I shall sell, as Commissioner, under
said decree, THREE VEKY VALUABLE
FARMS, in Fairfax county, the property of
said Sutton, containing, re-pectively, 250, 20'J
and 1051 acres. The two larger farms lie to
gether, near Flint Hill, about two miles northvastof the Court House, and contain a largo
and comfortable DWELLING, the neces- d«'E|W
sary improvements and good fencing..
Thelanci is in tine condition, and vtry productive.'i he third tract lies on the waters of Accotink,near the lands of Hunter, Terretl and
others, Hnd is land of tine quality. These farms
I shall sell separately, to the highest bidder, beforethe Court HoUiO door ot said county of
Fairfax, on MONDAY, 'he 20th day of .January,18GS, Court day, at 12 o'clock m.
TERMS.One-tenth cash, and the residue in

three equal instalments, at six, twelve and
eighteen months, with interest; the deferred
payments to be secured by the notes of the purchasers;and a retention of the title till the last
payment is made. M. DULANY BALL,

Commissioner of Sale.
Fairfax county, dec v8.2aw4w

F> KCRIVED.L We have received a full assortment
of first qu ilil.y PA PKR BAGS, suitable for the
retail trade unci for sample business, from one
to twen-y-live pound sacks, which wo will sell
at manufacturer's list pr oes. and warrant t
give satisfaction.
dec 28-3m

_ _GREGt>RY & PAUL.

J?LN E FACTORY CHEESE,
JH New Orleans and Centrifugal Sugar
of new crops.
Hams, and nil kinds of B.-.con. Powder an 1

Shot.
Sugar House Molasses - low price.
Rio, Java ano La-uyra CotTee, tor sale by
dec :-8 -1 m GRKG*) KY 6: P A 11 L

STRAY heifer.--Catno to ruy lot. on

Thursday, the 20lh instant a black no-horneiiheifer. l'tc owner, byprovi g )) operty
and paying oharoes, including the cost of this
advertisement '-an tike her awav

li'-'irr. h. niciiolmjn,
ie 2v3t* Duke St. near the Stone Bridge

1 HIS A RT SHINGLES

150.000 Ao. i ale-art on

hand f«»r stile by
dec 27 HOOK & WED 1)KRBURN

1 FIRST-CLASS SPK1NG WAGON, for
I sa 1 c by ORF.(.10RY A: PAUL,
dec 28.1in 27, King street.

TJEAYY AND FINE CLOTHS.

Cloths for Workingmen's Suit-, Cassinets,
full Cloths ; also, nett Woolen Over-Jackets,
Lambs' Wool Shots and Drawers, heavy BuckskinGloves, and many oilier desirable goods
for the present season Call and examine ul
the corner of King and Fairfax sts

dec 27
__

ROBERT b. wool)
171 RESIT COUNTRY MILK.-I have eom1menced to-day to deliver every mor..ing in
all parts of the oily. fresh and pure country
milk. Ord rs may be left for the same at the
Grocery Store of Lew's Stein, on Ko al street,
onposito tho Market House, or at the stall of
Mrs. Pulmun, in the market suuare, and at Mr.
.Jauies Grigg's Grocery, 100, King st.
dec 1.1 tn* SA.M1JE L PU1,M A N.

\K7 HOLESA L K NOTIONS I
U ^ 117 T»/"l r 1.1.1 .* T 1.' V! /A fll 1 » \l L»

*' \V tl i J jj. i ;vij Pj iVlJint.VOl

Country merchants visiting our city to purchasesupplies for the
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS,

would tincl it to their interest to examine my
stock of

FANCY GOODS,
which comprises as great a variety as can bo
found in any wholesale house in Ra'timore.and
at prices which I guarantee equally as low.
My stock of WORST ED GOODS, such as

Nubia, Scarf, Suitngs, Hoods, Shawls, &c. ,&<»,,
is large and choice, in which I oiler great bargains.Some of these goods I urn selling at 2b
per cent less than factory prices.

CHARLES W. GREEN,
dec 21 03, King st.

jpEEDl FKKD I FEED !

We have on hand al. kinds of FEED, which
we are prepared to sell at low prices, delivered
to our friends and customers in any portion of
the city. Give us your orders.

G WIN, BECKHAM & CO.,
doc 12 33, King street.

WANTED-A second-hand TWO HORSE
WAGON.-iron axles.

nov 18_ G W [>L_ B ECK HA M_& CO.

OLD DOMINION NAILS, Ac.-We have
in store 700 keg? of Nails, of the above celebratedbrand, which are the best nails sold in

the market the iron being of superior quality,
nearly equ 1 to the clinch nails. Al<»>, a large
supply of LgCKS and other Builders' Hardware,all of whivh we will seli at the lowest
iipi<»uc fur r>>)jVi \<rhnlMtiM lit nr i-iU.sil

'

JOHN T. CREIGHTON & SON,
dec 10 88, King street.

TOHN T. EVANS
J Has just returned this Jay, from New
York, with a good assortment of
LADIES,' MISSES' & CHILDREN'S FURS
such as Real Sable, Mutfs, Collars, and Sab e
Mink Muffs and Collars; Russian Mink do.;
Canadian Mink do.; French Mink do.; SiberianSquirrel Muffs and Collars. dec 10

OKOKGF5 JOIIN'STON. K.J. LLOYP.
TOHNSTnN A LLOYD,
0 REAL ESTATE AGENTS,

No. 127. King street,
Buy, Sell, Rent and Lease all kinds of Real

Estate in this and the adjoining counties,
oct 22.3mi [

STY S T E 31 H . j
A Siiokt Tunc only left.-Hats and Caps

or cost, at Ilenning's One Price Store, No. 580,Lb street near Maryland avenue,Wu-.bingtor/
>. C.

'

dee -it
'

Tub Greatest Bargains ever Befop.k
3ff krkb is tijis City.

s. Dsaliiam,
# |i00, King street, is selling oti' bis immense stock

>f Ov<-rcottt3, Beaver Suits and Capos at cost.
doc 23.2awtf

VVk Noticed at Mr. Prigg'sOne Dollar JewjirySiure, 438, Pennsylvania avenue, Washington,I). C., tlirue doers from si., amagniliccntvariety of holiday presents, consisting
ol fuchsia, pearl and jet pendant sets and bog- \
wood jewelry of every description. These
goods are maimtaclured in the neatest and
most lawtet'ul styles, and for Christmas presents
will prove most acceptable. Mr. Prigg
over one thousand styles of jewelry ; and when
wu remember thai such exquisite articles canbo procured tor such moderate ]>rices, lie dc
serves to and will do a very largo and increv,.
ing business. dec 5.tf

fair questional
Whore do you buy N<>. I quality $23 Beaver

Suits? At Blondheim's
Corner King and Fairfax

Whore do you bay No. 1 $-0 Black C! »tb
Suits?At Blondiieiiii'd,Corner King and Fairfax .-.ts.

Where do y>u buy SIS Silk-mixed Sail--'
At Blondheim'.s,Corner Kill)* and Fairfax Sts.

Where do you buy Si 5 Harrison's CassimJro
Suits? .At Biondheini'j,Corner King and Fairfax at,.
Where do you buy Si- Fancy Ca-sitnoro

Suits? "*t Blondlieim's,Corner King and Fairfax sts.
Where do you buy SS Suits?

At Bioi dhuirn'-.,
sop 18.tf Corner King and Fairfax sis.

Special NoTICK..The undersigned havingbeen successful in securing the serviced of Dr.
Luvutor S. Bell, a graduate of "The Baltimore
College of Dental Surgery," will, lrom this
date, use the latest iruproveri)"ht' in Donti.-lry.
Laughing Gas constantly on hari<l. Dr. IS. has
used the gas from its introduction into Denisiry,
and guarantees to extract teeth without pain.
In his practice he has fouri 1 it, perfectly harmless,and, in most cases, beneficial. All diseases
of the mouth and gums scieiitilically treated,
while preserving the natural organs will he a

specialty. Teeth inserted on Gold, Silver, Coraliteand Vulcanite. By the above arrangementsuch facilities are otiered to my oid
friends, patients and the general public, that
all can bo accommodate 1 with little or no delay,
and there will be no necessity lor any one goin«*from the city to have any d «nt tl operation
performed. JULIUS DILNfcLl, Dentist.
novO.'dm

Mas. Win'slow's Soot hi so Syrup, for
Children Tkbtuino, greatly facilitates the
process of teething, by sorternng the gums, reducingall inflammation. will allay all pain
arid spasmodic action, and is sure' to regulate
the bowels. Depend upon it, mothers, it will
give rest to yourselves, und relief and health to
your infants. We have put up and sold thi.-.
article for years, and can say in confidence and
truth cf it what we have never been able to say
of any other medicine.never has it failed in a

single instance to effect a cure, when timelyused.Never did we know an instance of dissatisfactionby any one who u-ed it. On the
contrary, all are delighted with its operation,
and speak in terms ofcommendation of its medicaleffects and medical virtues. We speak in
this matter ''what we do know," after years of
experience, and pledge our reputation for the
fulfilment of what we here declare. In almost
every instance where the infant is suffering
from pain ami exhaustion, relief will be found
in 15 or 20 minutes after the syrup is administered.Dull directions for using accompany
each bottle.

B.j sure and call for "Mrs. Winslow's SoothingSyrup," having the fac-simile 01 "Curtis 0:
Perkins" on the out>ide wrapper. All others
are base imitations.
Sold by druggists throughout the world.
Price, only Mo cts. per bottle.
Offices.215, Fulton 'troet, New York.
205, High iiolborn. London, Eng.
441, St. Paul st., Montreal, Canada.
au 20 .eoOui

A Coukii, a Cold, or, a Sorb Throat,
Requires immediate attention, and shuni i be
checked

I allowed t«» continue
Inituti -ri of the Lungs, a permanent Throat

Disease, or Consumption it often the ru-uii.
Brown*".-? Bronchial Tkociie.s

having a direct influence t » the parts, give immediaterelief For Bronchitis, Asthma, Catarrh,Consumptive and Throat Diseases,
Troche : are used with always good success.
Singers and Public "Speakers use them to

clear and ."Pivngihon «hvoice.
Obtain i.riiv "Br./Wn's Br<>iu-hiul Troi.hu-."

and do n< t t?iic ? anv of the worthies.-? imitations
that may be ottered. Sold every where
oet *J 1 ei' l:n

i I ()i;sE;< EE I'ING A Ri ICLK':7i.i At No 83, King St.
We have just received at our store a supply

ot articles in the above iine, embracing Carina
Boilers, Pudding Bowl-., Butter Bails, Cake
Turners, Slaw (.'utters, Biggen Collee Pots,
People's (Jo(lee Pots, Tea Pots. Du.-t Pans, »fcc.
We have on hand a large i< t or ordinary TIN
WAliE, which we .-ell without regard to cost
doc 4 J01IN T. CKivlGHTON A' SON.

BARGAINS IN
L A D1ES' (: lJ»A K s AND S H A W LS

Our stock of NEW STYLE CLOAKS and
SHAWLS embrace! .-onmof the best styles out
this season, all of which we are now ottering; at

prices that will give sati-(action,
dec'J7 it. L. WOOD.

IXJKBEJT'.S JUNIPER TAR, for Coughs,
Jy Colds, Colds, Croup, Hoarseness, Ase., Ayor'sCherry Pectoral. \V istar'.s Balsam, Wild
Cherry, An>dyno Pectoral, Cos tar's Cough
Remedy, (Jon's Balsam, J ay no'a Expectorant,
and other remedies, for sale bv
d e 7 K. S. HEADBEATER A C<)._
OEE1NKL) SALTPETRE.A lull supply
XV received find for sale by
dec R Illi.N RY CUOK, 39. King st.

PUTTY, in cans, bladders and bullc, received
JL and lor sale bv
dec 0 HENRY COOK, 39, King st.

/N LU E. English, Irish and American Glues,
vJT lor .-ale by
dec 7 E. S. LEAD BEATER A CO.

DRIED CHE RULES, Peaches and Apples,
received to-day and lor sale by

dec )
'

J. C. Ml LBURN.
/ GiAN BERRIES, N«w Layer liaising, in

whole, half and quarter boxes; M ince Meat,
Unices. Currants, Ac., received and for .-ale by
dec *31.:Nv I) v V Y A M A RMON.

fUSH E IP S UN It 1 V A h L E D MINCE
.MEAT, received this day, and for sab« by

oet 31 .J. C. Ml LB URN.
OEYMOUli'S HORSE POWDERS..Wo
O have just prepared a lull supply of these
powders, which have been ho highly recommendedfor Distemper in Horses.
doc 7 E. S11,EADBEATKR & CO.

_

QLOAKS AND SACQUES.
An assortment of beautiful Cloth Cloaks and

SrcoU'S, just received by
noy_20_ HARPER & BKO.

SAUSAGE, CUTTERS, of different kinds
and sizes to suit all classes, for sale at bb,

King street,
dec 16 JOHN T. ORJCIGH'TON & SON.

CHILBLAIN LINIMENT.An infallible
remedy for Chilblains or Frosted feet..

Those suffering with this most painful and tormenting:complaint, are guaranteed a cure upon
using this Liniment as directed. Price 25 eta.
ft bottle. For sale by

JANNEY & CO.,
dec 12 Druggists. 145. King stroot.

DOTY'S WASHING ~MACHINES.-We
have on hand a few of the above celebratedWashing Machines, which will bo closed

out at 25 per cent less than regular prices. Call
and examine at 88, King st. Wo want the room
for other purposes,

decjl .JOHN T. CKEIGHTtHtf &SON.

HOPS.Fresh Hops in bulk, crop 1807, roeeivedand for sale by
dec 4 JANNEY & CO_
REC KI V ED TO DAY.Sugar-cured unU....Uoi.uill oivn Pi\r <jm1« lt)W bV
JL %J WVUiCU uuuio, o ii' ii 11 ciuu, ^ .

dec b J. 0. MlLBUKfl.

.
£<?


